
Tuesday 2nd June 2020 

Year 2 English Lesson



Learning Objective: 

To use commas in a list.

Prior Knowledge 

Prior learning of this objective has taken place in Y2.



Warm Up Activity 





What is a comma?
A comma looks like this,

It is a type of punctuation mark that tells us to take a short pause when we are 
reading.

The pause is not as long as with a full stop.



Using Commas
A comma can be used to change the meaning of a sentence or to separate items 
in a list. 

Today we will look at how commas are used to separate items in a list.



Commas in Lists
Look at this sentence:

The fruit bowl has oranges and bananas and pears and kiwis and apples in it.

What is wrong with using ‘and’ between each item in the list?



Taking out ‘and’
Let’s take our fruit bowl sentence and remove ‘and’. Has this improved it?

The fruit bowl has oranges and bananas and pears and kiwis and apples in it.

We do need one ‘and’ in the sentence. Where should it go?

The fruit bowl has oranges bananas pears kiwis apples in it.



Using one ‘and’
We need to put an ‘and’ between the last two items in our list:

The fruit bowl has oranges bananas pears kiwis apples in it.

The fruit bowl has oranges bananas pears kiwis and apples in it.



Using Commas
We have now improved our sentence by only using one ‘and’. Now we need to 
separate the other items in our list to avoid confusion. This is where commas 
come in handy! 

The fruit bowl has oranges, bananas, pears, kiwis and apples in it.

A comma is put between each item in the list, but the last two items always have 
‘and’ between them and no comma.



Here are some other examples of how to use commas in a list.

The cockerel’s feathers were 
brown, green, orange and blue.

The road was busy, noisy and full of 
activity.



Things to Avoid
• Don’t put a comma before the first item in your list:

The party was, fun, loud and exciting.

• Don’t put a comma in a list of just two items:

For tea we are having tea, and toast.





The Answers 
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Main Activity



Choose one of the following images that you can write sentences about 
using list commas. 





Time to complete the activity 

Please now complete the activity. 



Challenge



Which sentences are correctly using list commas?


